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HOPE IN A TROUBLED WORLD

oday many people are
fearful for the future
when they consider

the current world situation
which they believe to be
fraught with troubles. Many of
these troubles will, in one way
or another, affect our hopes
of peace and security.
However, even in troubled
circumstances there is hope,
for Jesus came - Jesus our
Comforter, Saviour, Redeemer
and Friend.

Are you fearful?
Do you feel worried?
Does anyone really care?

Now read on to find out some good news.
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Many people are trying to cope with ‘the storms of life’
- with problems such as bereavement, long-term
physical illness, unemployment, poverty, loneliness,
disability and homelessness. The number of people
receiving treatment for stress, depression, addiction
and thoughts of self-harm or suicide is on the increase.

TROUBLED TIMES
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THE STORMS OF LIFE

he ‘storms of life’ can manifest themselves in
various forms. They can be devastating,
affecting people in a number of ways. For

example, while our economists try to assure us that
things are improving and that further economic growth
is guaranteed, many people are still struggling to exist
on social welfare benefits.  Some of these benefits,
including those in the health sector, have been
considerably reduced. Sadly, those who are unemployed
are facing the painful choice of emigration or subsistence
on state benefits. 
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any people
struggle to
keep up with

mortgage repayments
and are living in fear of
having their homes
repossessed by banks
or building societies. 

The storms of life are also
wreaking havoc in the lives of
many of our young people,
especially teenagers.  Many
are extremely stressed as
they attempt to cope with
peer pressure, the lure of
alcohol, the availability of
drugs and the increasing
scourge of bullying, including

cyber bullying, which frequently results in self-harm and
suicide.  Devastated parents, who have lost a son or
daughter to suicide, struggle from day to day to pick
up the pieces of their shattered lives. 

6

Hope in a Troubled World - NLT 2019 Edition:Layout 1  10/6/19  17:27



he storms of
loneliness and
poverty are

also very evident. The
number of people
who are homeless
continues to rise, with
hostels unable to
meet the demand for
shelter. Consequently,
there has been a
marked increase in
the number of
individuals sleeping
rough on the streets
of our cities and
towns. Many people
are severely stressed as a result of discrimination levelled
against them because of the colour of their skin or the
fact that they are immigrants or asylum seekers. The
increasing number of people depending on the
assistance of charitable organisations from week to
week bears testimony to the fact that many are currently
living below the poverty line. 

These are the storms many people face - loneliness,
isolation, poverty, illness, fear and depression. They are
the everyday experience of many who feel their lives
have been shattered by the ‘storms of life’. However,
there is hope, for Jesus came to comfort us in the storms
of life.
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CALM IN THE STORM

hen life’s storms are raging and you are feeling
battered and buffeted by the waves of trial and
difficulty, it is comforting to know that there is

hope. The Lord understands what you are going through
and He cares for you. He says, ‘You can be sure I have
seen the misery of my people…I have heard their cries…I
am aware of their suffering…So I have come to rescue
them.1 The Lord is close to the brokenhearted.2 He has
sent me to tell those who mourn that the time of the
Lord’s favour has come’.3 However, sometimes when
the storms intensify and you are at your wits’ end and
feel you are about to go under, you may be inclined to
wonder if God really cares.  
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his was the case one day as a boat was making
its way across the Sea of Galilee. Without any
warning, a furious storm arose. Some of the

men in the boat were experienced fishermen who had
battled storms in the past and knew how to handle their
craft. However, as they strained at the oars and
attempted to reach land, the waves continued to pound
their boat which, at this stage, was almost filled with
water. 

These seasoned fishermen discovered that, despite
their many years of experience and their best efforts,
there was nothing they could do to save themselves.
In desperation, they asked Jesus, who was in the boat
with them, “Teacher, don’t you even care that we are
going to drown?”4 What an amazing question, “Do you
not care?” Believing they were about to be lost, they
cried out, “Lord, save us! We’re going to drown!”5 Jesus
responded to their question and also to their plea. He
arose, stilled the storm and ensured their safe arrival at
their desired destination. 
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eter, one of the
fishermen in
the boat, truly

experienced Jesus’
care when the Saviour
rescued him during the
storm. Peter also
gained a much deeper
insight into the extent
of God’s love when
Jesus saved him from
an even greater danger
- that of losing his soul
for all eternity. Describing himself as ‘a witness to the
sufferings of Christ’,6 Peter saw Jesus suffer and die
upon the cross at Calvary as a substitute and sin-bearer
not only for him, but for all who will repent of their sins
and put their faith in Christ.  

Years later Peter
wrote a letter
which included
words of comfort
for all who are
weighed down
with trouble and
worry. Referring
to the Lord, Peter

wrote, ‘Give all your worries and cares to God, for he
cares about what happens to you’.7 Peter had hope in
a troubled world - the hope of eternal life.
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ALL IS NOT LOST

ust like Peter, we too are
in danger of being lost.
Because of our sin we

are in danger of losing our souls
and spending eternity in Hell.
According to the Scriptures, ‘No
one is good – not even one.8 For
all have sinned; all fall short of
God’s glorious standard.9 Your
sins have cut you off from God.
Because of your sin, he has
turned away and will not listen
anymore.10 The wages (penalty) of sin is death’.11 This
penalty includes spiritual death, physical death, and for
all who die in their sins, eternal separation from God,
which is described in the Scriptures as the second death.
However, by dying on the cross as our substitute Jesus
paid the penalty for the guilt of our sins. By paying this
penalty on our behalf, Jesus purchased for us a pardon.
This pardon will be put to our account when we repent
of our sins and trust Christ as Saviour. 

The Scriptures make it clear that ‘God showed his great
love for us by sending Christ to die for us while we were
still sinners.12 We were restored to friendship with God
by the death of his Son.13 Since we have been made
right in God’s sight by faith, we have peace with God
because of what Jesus Christ our Lord has done for
us’.14
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THERE IS HOPE

s the storm on the Sea of Galilee intensified,
Peter and his friends realised that there was
nothing they could do to save themselves. They

needed the Lord’s intervention. Concerning the salvation
of our souls, we are in exactly the same position.

Friend, there is hope in this
troubled world. Why not
do as the disciples did and
call upon the Lord to save
you? We are assured in the
Scriptures that ‘Anyone
who calls on the name of
the Lord will be saved’.15

You can call upon Him
today, invite Him into your
life and ask Him to be your
Saviour. You will then
experience the peace of knowing that He will be with
you to strengthen and uphold you as you encounter the
storms and troubles of life. You will also have the
assurance that when life’s storms are all over He will
bring you safely to your eternal destination, to Heaven,
where ‘There will be no more death or sorrow or crying
or pain’.16

As you put your faith in Jesus you will know God’s peace.
‘His peace will guard your hearts and minds 

as you live in Christ Jesus’.17
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STEPS TO FAITH IN JESUS

esus purchased for us a
pardon by paying the
penalty for our sins when He

died on the cross as our substitute
and sin-bearer. This pardon will be
put to your account when you:

ACKNOWLEDGE the fact that you
are a sinner, and that you cannot
earn or merit salvation. 

BELIEVE that when Jesus died on
the cross He paid, on your behalf,
the penalty for your sins. 

COME to the risen Saviour in sincere repentance,
confessing your need of His forgiveness. 

DECIDE to reach out by faith and receive from God the
gift of eternal life. 

The following is a suggested prayer: 
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‘Lord, I know I am not worthy of your mercy,
but I believe you will not turn me away, 
for I come to you in sincere repentance, 

asking you to forgive my sins and to grant me
the gift of eternal life. Thank you, Lord, 
for hearing and answering my prayer.’
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A PRAYER IN THE STORM 

The storms of life, they took their toll,
And darkness has engulfed my soul.

Now as the waves of sorrow roll,
Lord Jesus, come and save me.

For many years I’ve gone astray
And tried to do things my own way;
Sin drags me under, night and day, 

Lord Jesus, come and save me.

I now repent with bitter tears
For wasting all those precious years.

As I journey on, with mounting fears,
Lord Jesus, come and save me.

I feel life’s storms will soon be past,
But the fiercest storm will be the last;

So before I face death’s icy blast,
Lord Jesus, come and save me.

14
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Life’s journey it has proved too great,
Now I hope my plea is not too late.
I am sinking! Please don’t hesitate,

Lord Jesus, come and save me.

My guilt and shame were on you laid,
My penalty you fully paid,

Now, as the light begins to fade,
Lord Jesus, come and save me.

Thank You for Your love and care,
In listening to this poor sinner’s prayer.

I’m in need of rescue and believe You’re there
Ready to forgive and save me.

Lord, I invite You to come in,
To cleanse my heart of every sin.
You gave Your life my soul to win

And rose again to save me.

I thank You for Your promise, Lord,
That a sinner’s prayer can still be heard.

By faith I take You at Your Word
And ask You now to save me.
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STEPPING STONES

f you have
trusted Christ
as your Saviour

you are now a member
of God’s family and can
call Him Father. In order
to grow spiritually it is
important that you: 

LISTEN to your Heavenly Father. God will speak to you
through His Word so Bible reading is very important.

LEARN to spend time with your Heavenly Father each
day. You can speak to God in prayer.

LOOK to Him always for direction for your life. God’s
Holy Spirit, who indwells you, will guide and instruct you
as you read the Bible and pray.

Please write to us so that we can send you literature
which will help you to grow in Christ.
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REPLY SLIP FOR FREE BOOKS

Detach and Send to:
Dick and Mary Keogh

P. O. Box 15, Thurles, Co. Tipperary 

Please send me the following, 
Free of Charge:

� A Bible  or  � A New Testament

� Literature explaining the Way of Salvation 

Or other booklets by the same author:

� Hope in a Troubled World

� Hope in Troubled Times

� Hope in the Storms of Life

� Hope When Things Go Wrong

� No Time

� A Letter from Croagh Patrick

� Achill Island - Famine, Eviction and
Emigration

� Achill Island and the Great Storm of 1847

� Achill Island and the Kirkintilloch Fire

� Amazing Grace

� Death Prevented Them

� The Hour is Coming 
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� Questions Only You Can Answer 

� No Longer Searching 

� Nílim ag Súil Feasta

� No Longer Hoping (also in French, Polish,
Portuguese and Spanish)

� Saint Patrick booklet

� Who Cares 4 U? God Cares 4 U

� The Farmer’s Last Harvest

� A Prayer that Carried Weight

� Memories of Monaghan

� Your Three Appointments

� From Satan’s Playground to Christ

This literature is distributed by 
Bible-believing Christians who are not 

Jehovah’s Witnesses or Mormons.

Name ........................................................................

Address ....................................................................

..................................................................................

..................................................................................

..................................................................................
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Sunday 18th August - CO KILKENNY
Springhill Court Hotel, Waterford Road, Kilkenny City

Monday 19th August - CO CAVAN
The Farnham Arms Hotel, Main Street, Cavan

Tuesday 20th August - CO LONGFORD
Longford Arms Hotel, Main Street, Longford Town

Wednesday 21st August - CO MONAGHAN
Four Seasons Hotel, Coolshannagh, Monaghan

Thursday 22nd August - CO ROSCOMMON
Hannon’s Hotel, Athlone Road, Acres, Roscommon

Friday 23rd August - CO CARLOW
Mount Wolseley Hotel, Tullow

Sunday 25th August - CO WEXFORD
Maldron Hotel Wexford, Ballindinas, 

Barntown, Wexford

Monday 26th August - CO WATERFORD
Viking Hotel, Cork Road, Waterford

Time: 8.00pm - 9.00pm
ALL VERY WELCOME

ADMISSION FREE
www.irishbibleministries.com

WELCOME TO SPECIAL EVENTS 2019

You are invited to come along to our 
GOSPEL MESSAGE EVENINGS 

in the following venues:
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Thursday 1st August - CO LOUTH
The Market House, Main Street, Dunleer

Friday 2nd August - CO WICKLOW
Ashford Community and Heritage Centre, Ashford

Sunday 4th August - CO DONEGAL
Mill Park Hotel, The Mullins, Donegal Town

Tuesday 6th August - CO MEATH
Ardboyne Hotel, Dublin Road, Navan

Wednesday 7th August - CO WESTMEATH
Greville Arms Hotel, Pearse Street, Mullingar

Thursday 8th August - CO KILDARE
Osprey Hotel, Devoy Quarter, Naas, Kildare

More dates overleaf

Come along and find out 
Who was Jesus? Why did He come? 

What has this to do with me? 
What’s it all about?

Time: 8.00pm - 9.00pm
ALL VERY WELCOME

ADMISSION FREE
www.irishbibleministries.com

You are invited to come along to our 
GOSPEL MESSAGE EVENINGS 

in the following venues:

WELCOME TO SPECIAL EVENTS 2019
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